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Meet the Legends & the Spies...
1.

Major Benjamin Tallmadge (1754-1835)

Meet Major Tallmadge, an American military ofﬁcer, spymaster and
politician. Born and raised in Setauket, Major Tallmadge was considered the
leader of the Culper Spy Ring. The Culper Spy Ring was a secret network of
spies tasked to collect information on British troop movements in occupied
New York during the American Revolution. Washington commissioned Tallmadge to recruit members, which he did from among his childhood friends
in Setauket. In addition, Tallmadge developed methods for clandestine communications including an alpha and numeric code.
Tallmadge holds a spyglass to look across Long Island Sound for the arrival of
Caleb Brewster. Codebooks encircle him for decoding messages.

2. Caleb Brewster (1747-1827)

Meet Caleb Brewster, Culper spy and patriot during the American

Revolution. Ofﬁcer Brewster left his quiet life in Setauket at the age of 19
for adventure as a whaler. When announcements of the American Revolution were made, he sprang into action to support for the Patriot cause.
His navigation of whaleboats and his knowledge of the shoreline made him
essential in his capacity as an ofﬁcer commanding a ﬂeet of whaleboats
against the British. Caleb was the ﬁrst cousin of Joseph Brewster, owner
of WMHO’s Brewster House during the American Revolution. At that time
Joseph Brewster had a tavern in the house and hosted British troops.
Caleb carries a secret message to give to his life-long friend and fellow Culper Spy,
Benjamin Tallmadge. Alongside him are his whaleboats to travel across the Long
Island Sound between Setauket and Connecticut.

3. Jonas Smith (1794-1867)

Meet Jonas Smith, who rose from poverty to become one of the most
prominent shipbuilders of the nineteenth century. He owned a ﬂeet of 32
sailing vessels, with shipyards, docks and warehouses in New York, Brooklyn and Stony Brook. Jonas’ ships made regular trips to and from New York
and Charleston, South Carolina carrying cordwood and returning north with
molasses.
Known locally as “Rich Jonas,” Smith is considered to have been the ﬁrst
millionaire on Long Island. He was a generous benefactor and moneylender.
Around 1835, he bought the house that would become the Three Village Inn.
His Stony Brook shipyard was behind the house, with many of his ﬂeet’s
ships being built there.
The ships surrounding Jonas represent a ﬂeet of sailing vessels.

4. Dorothy Bigelow Melville (1894-1989)

Meet Mrs. Ward Melville, who was a philanthropist and cultural inno-

vator in her own right and a supporter of the Suffragette Movement. Mrs.
Melville’s call to community service began early, when she served as a volunteer nurse’s aide in World War I and worked actively with the American
Red Cross in World War II. In her later years, her interests in natural history,
Asian culture and art grew into her donations of artifacts to not only the Metropolitan Museum of Art but to what is now the Long Island Museum (LIM),
thereby establishing LIM’s collections and its start as a museum. Once called
the “fairy godmother,” of Stony Brook, along with becoming the Chairwoman
of Museums at Stony Brook, Mrs. Bigelow Melville was also former President
of the Frank Melville Memorial Foundation and President of the Stony Brook
Community Fund, now The Ward Melville Heritage Organization.
A ring of dogwood ﬂowers and artwork by William Sydney Mount encircle Mrs. Melville. Her favorite ﬂower was dogwood. The artworks are Mount’s famous “Dance
of the Haymakers, Music is Contagious” (painted at the Stone Jug, now the site of
the Jazz Loft); “Boy Hoeing Corn” and “Catching Crabs,” all donated by Mr. & Mrs.
Melville back in 1958, establishing the collections at Long Island Museum.

5. Ward Melville (1887-1977)

Meet Mr. Ward Melville, who in 1939 was a businessman and philanthropist. Ward Melville envisioned Stony Brook, Setauket and Old Field as a place
where history would blend with natural beauty as a part of everyday life. At his
own expense, he would go on to reconstruct the hamlet of Stony Brook, purchase and restore local historic properties and donate his personal collections of carriages and art to create a museum (Long Island Museum). Committed to the welfare of young people and education, Mr. Melville also gave
New York State 600 acres to bring a university to Stony Brook and fought to
establish the Three Village District. Finally, his concern for the environment
prompted his acquisition of an 88-acre wetlands preserve, which includes
2/3 of the West Meadow peninsula, to prevent its development into a marina.
Today, The Ward Melville Heritage Organization (the privately funded 501 c-3
not-for-proﬁt organization he created) owns and manages historic and environmentally sensitive properties deeded to the organization by Mr. Melville.

Mr. Melville holds a blueprint of Stony Brook Village. Alongside him are shoes from
the Melville Shoe Company his father, Frank Melville, originated in 1892. Ward put
his own stamp on this company in the form of Thom McAn shoes, Ward Shoes
and Melville Shoes. Blueprints and protractors represent the architectural restorations of the Brewster House in 1968, and a picture of a giant wheel are representative of the carriages Mr. Melville donated in 1947 to start the collection at the Long
Island Museum (then called Suffolk Museum).

